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S1. Chemical context
It has been identified that the presence of alcoholic, phenolic hydroxyl and amino groups are particularly important functionalities in biologically active compounds (Patrick, 2001) . These important functionalities displayed biological activities because they can facilitate interactions with appropriate receptor molecules (Yasohara et al., 2001) . A new class of compounds having an alcoholic hydroxyl group showed high enzyme inhibitory potential and excellent permeation through a Caco-2 cell membrane (Rodríguez- Barrios & Gag, 2004) . Some tertiary alcohol derivatives showed significant HIV-1 protease inhibitory activity (Wu et al., 2008) . Heterocyclic compounds such as diarylquinolines having a quinolinic central nucleus and alcoholic -OH group at the side-chains exhibited anti-mycobacterial activity (Matteelli et al., 2010) . β-Amino alcohols are a class of compounds with a wide range of bioactivities, such as anti-plasmodial (Hans et al., 2010 ), anti-leishmanial (Coimbra et al., 2010 and anti-proliferative (Cordova et al., 2006) . The hydroxy substituted benzoic acids and cinnamic acid analogues have been reported as mushroom tyrosinase inhibitors (Ashraf et al., 2014; Ashraf et al., 2015) . Keeping in view the wide range of biological activities of hydroxylated compounds, here we report the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, isolated as an intermediate. The title alcohol is a valuable starting material for the synthesis of hydroxy substituted scaffolds.
S2. Synthesis and crystallization
The title compound was synthesized by the reduction of isovanillin in the presence of sodium borohydride and methanol.
The sodium borohydride reduction of aldehydes and ketones to the corresponding alcohols is a commonly used method in organic synthesis. Isovanillin was dissolved in methanol and then sodium borohydride was added at a slow rate to keep the reaction temperature below 25 °C. The excess of sodium borohydride was used to assure the completion of the reaction. After the completion of the reaction the product was obtained by acidic workup (86%, m.p. 135-137 °C). The title compound was crystallized as cubic crystals from a solution of ethyl acetate by slow evaporation.
S3. Refinement
H atoms on OH groups were located in a difference Fourier map and refined freely [refined O-H distances = 0.74 (4) -0.88 (4) Å]. The C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model, with d(C-H) = 0.93 -0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for phenyl-H and methylene-H and 1.5U eq (C) for methyl-H atoms.
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Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing the atom-numbering scheme and 30% probability ellipsoids.
sup-3
Acta Cryst. (2015) . E71, o540-o541 
5-Hydroxymethyl-2-methoxyphenol
Crystal data Geometric parameters (Å, º) 
